Summer Reading Assignment for JLMS
Incoming 6th Graders
• Choose one of the books below to read over the summer.
• Write a brief summary (2-3 sentences) for each chapter of the book.
• Your entries should be hand written rather than typed to assure authenticity
of the work.
The chapter summaries are due on the 3rd day of school (08/16/2017). Once school begins,
students will also be required to complete assignments and/or a project on the summer
reading book.
The Sign of the Beaver
Although he faces responsibility bravely, thirteen-year-old Matt is more than a little
apprehensive when his father leaves him alone to guard their new cabin in the wilderness.
When a renegade white stranger steals his gun, Matt realizes he has no way to shoot game or
to protect himself. When Matt meets Attean, a boy in the Beaver clan, he begins to better
understand their way of life and their growing problem in adapting to the white man and the
changing frontier.
Elizabeth George Speare’s Newbery Honor-winning survival story is filled with wonderful detail about
living in the wilderness and the relationships that formed between settlers and natives in the 1700s.

Among the Hidden
In the future where the population police enforce the law limiting a family to only two
children, Luke, an illegal third child, has lived all his twelve years in isolation and fear on his
family’s farm in this start to the Shadow Children series from Margaret Peterson Haddix.
Luke has never been to school. He’s never had a birthday party, or gone to a friend’s house
for an overnight. In fact, Luke has never had a friend.
Luke is one of the shadow children, a third child forbidden by the population police. He’s lived his entire
life in hiding, and now, with a new housing development replacing the woods next to his family’s farm, he
is no longer even allowed to go outside.
Then, one day Luke sees a girl’s face in the window of a house where he knows two other children
already live. Finally, he’s met a shadow child like himself. Jen is willing to risk everything to come out of
the shadows – does Luke dare to become involved in her dangerous plan? Can he afford not to?

